Profile: Don Tomberlin

Don “Duck” Tomberlin out of Rhine, Georgia,
has been involved in racing, either as a driver or
car owner, for 45 of his 64 years. But before we
got into the nitty-gritty of Don “Duck”, where did
the “Duck” moniker come from? When Don’s
grand-daddy first picked him up, he said, “Well, if
it isn’t my little Donald Duck.” You need to under-
stand that Don comes from a large family where
everybody has a nick-name. Besides “Duck”, Don “Duck” Tomberlin and his 55 in 1967

there’s “Sport”, “Rocky”, “Ma-teen”, “Daddy-Pa”, and Mama “Creasey” who, at 84, lives in
Macon. Don has two sons, three married step-sons, 10 step grandchildren and two great-
grandsons. (We don’t have their nick-names.)

Duck grew up learning to drive in fields and on old country dirt roads when he was no more
than 8 or 9 yrs. When his family moved to Macon, he met Mr. V.D. Morelock around 1959-60.
Duck was a teenager, and loved to hang around Morelock’s shop sweeping floors and helping
anyway he would let him. This is where he learned about racing. After about 3 years, Mr. Mo-
relock put him in a car they had built, and Duck was in his first race. After that he drove for Mr.
Morelock until his death about 3 years later.



