
            

Born in Austin, Texas on November 15, 1945.  His family moved to the Augusta, Georgia area 
when he was an infant.  Joe's family resided on Sibley Road in Augusta from 1949 to 1999.   

 

In the mid 1960s, Gordon Hwy (US 278) was built, intersecting Sibley Road near Joe’s home.  
Lawrence "Shorty" Palmer Jr. built Palmer's Service Station near that intersection, and the M&M 
Machine Shop was built near the service station.  (A Smile Gas station is now at the site of 
Palmer's station, and a paint company now sits where the machine shop once stood.)  In the late 
1950s, several racecars were built at both sites.  When the guys would crank up the cars, Joe and 
his brother Frank would go watch.  The cars were sometimes tested up and down Sibley Road, or 
maybe in the clay pit behind the gas station and trailer park.  Joe was hooked on racecars! 

 

Joe's interest in racecars continued as he graduated from Butler High School in 1963.  Joe’s 
graduating class also included future NASCAR car fabricator Mike Laughlin (who recently sold 
his shop in Simpsonville, S.C.), racer Lamar Ennis (who has now turned his car over to his 
daughter's husband, Kelly Guy),  and Phillip Akeson (another racer who has his son Michael 
driving his car).  Both teams are now racing Super Late Model Sportsmen on Augusta area dirt 
tracks.  

 

Joe saw his first stock car race in 1960 at Speedway Park, Martinez, Ga. where the Riverwatch 
Parkway and Hwy 28 intersect. It was a 1/4 mile flat oval.  Racing on the track were drivers who 
went on to race NASCAR Winston Cup:  H G Rosier, Weldon Adams, Rock Harn, Frank Warren 
and possibly Joe Penland.  Joe's camera was with him there too as he poked it through the 
grandstand taking photos.   

 

He also attended Augusta International Speedway, whose drag strip opened on May 1, 1960.  In 
1961, the Augusta International Speedway opened the ½-mile stockcar track, and Joe went there 
too since his father also enjoyed going to the races.  He would take the family to both stockcar and 
drag races whenever he could. The Augusta track was paved in 1965, and Joe continued to go.  He 
was usually in the grandstands, but would go to the pits after the races.  He always had a camera 
with him.  Pictured below is a young Joe (around 1964) beside a couple of the sports cars that 
normally run at the Augusta road course.  
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NASCAR races at Augusta were common in the early 1960s.  Below (on the left) is a picture of Joe 
standing beside Buck Baker’s car in 1965.  On the right, he is beside Bobby Isaac’s 1963 fastback 
Ford Galaxy in 1966.  

  


