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Joe Evans and Team #550

  
Joe Evans was born in the Anderson, SC area (many, many, years ago).  He attended his first races at 
the Anderson Speedway (when it was still dirt) and at the Greenville-Pickens Speedway (also when it 
was still dirt).  When Joe finished school, he joined the Air Force.  Later, he took a break from the Air 
Force, but rejoined and continued until his retirement in 1985.  

While in the Air Force, Joe (and his wife) built his first car - a 1927 Ford Model T .  He raced it in 
the mid-sixties at the Manzanita Speedway near Phoenix, AX.  Check out Joe s hat in the left picture.  
After the Air Force transferred him to George Air Force Base in California, he and his wife towed back 
to Manzanita for several months to race the little Ford.  

    

Joe later sold the Model T in California and built his first 1957 Chevy.  He towed it with a 1950 s 
Chevy pickup whose motor Joe had beefed up to pull the big Chevy.  Notice the 550 numbers on this 
first car.  They were hand lettered by Mrs. Evans.  (Remember that these were the days before custom 
graphics!)  Joe raced the original #550 at the Orange Show Speedway near San Bernardino, California.   


